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Holman Hunt's : but his power and technical go, I have no
doubt are wonderful." Lear was considerably older than
Hunt, and had in 1846, before Pre-Raphaelitism had come
into being, given drawing-lessons to Queen Victoria.

To return to our subject, an amusing incident is related
by Hunt to have taken place somewhat later than Millais*
visit. Unable to paint, one calm misty morning, Hunt sat
on his rug near the cliff and began to read, but was disturbed
by a visitor who carried in his hand a canvas and a large
easel, thereby showing himself to be a painter. The latter
remarked that it was a fine morning, and Hunt replied
curtly, hoping that the newcomer would pass on. The
intruder, however, had evidently come to stay, for he
enquired whether Hunt was sketching in oil or water-colour,
to which the other replied that he was trying his hand with
oils when the weather allowed; and then the stranger went
on to observe that many distinguished artists had been
working of late in that neighbourhood; Clint had left only
last week; did Hunt know him? "By name/' replied
Hunt. Tom Danby had also been there sketching; Hunt
was questioned as to whether he knew him, and replied in
the affirmative, adding that he possessed a picture by him.
This seemed to raise Hunt in the estimation of the visitor,
who, despite the other's evident desire to continue his
reading, persisted in his references to various celebrated
artists. After keeping silence as long as he could, Hunt
remarked upon the fact that of late years painters were
becoming more in the habit of working direct from nature.

" Yes," was the reply, " all but the Pre-Raphaelites."

" Oh ! " said our Pre-Raphaelite. " I have been given to
understand that they make a principle of doing everything
from nature."

"That's their humbug," explained the learned artist;